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Greetings from your WBG Director

With great fall colors seen throughout Wisconsin, either from the
air or on the ground, it is a beautiful time of year for passengers, pilots,
crew, and casual viewers of balloons to be outdoors. | hope that each of
you has had many opportunities to enjoy this wonderful season. On a near
perfect September afternoon over 50 of us participated in the Fall WBG So-
cial, which was a tailgate outing and Brewer game at Miller Park, organized
by Social Directors, Corey Goebel and Daron Powers. The fellowship and
food were fun and plentiful, and the Brewers won their game against the
Phillies! Thanks, Corey, Sarah, Daron and Lisa for your fine work on this
event. Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find pictures of the Brewers
event and the announcement of the January 28 WBG Winter Social. Be
sure to put it on your 2012 calendar now!

WBG was well represented in various capacities at the 2011 U.S.
Nationals and International Challenge event in Battle Creek, Michigan, Au-
gust 22-27. Wisconsin residents and others affiliated with WBG included
Harold Graves and Susan Stamats (competitors), Ron Wiseman and Mike
Tuten (debriefers), Gary Britton (jury president), David Ross (logger official),
Jim Dieball (chief measurer), Georgene Voutila, Peggy Wolfe and Bubbs
Endres (measuring team captains), Brad Temeyer (meteorologist), Linda
Gavigan (chief observer), Betty Gavigan, Kathy Lester-Ross, Adele Pitt and
Connie Wallace (observers). Next year the U.S. Nationals moves to Long-
view, Texas in July and the World Championship event will be in Battle
Creek in August.

The WBG Leadership Group has added a new membership category
for Nonprofit Organizations. The annual dues rate is $20, the same as it is
for pilots. This was prompted by a query from the Waterford Area Chamber
of Commerce following the highly successful first year rally held there in
July. They are now our first nonprofit member and we thank them for their
support. A section recognizing the Waterford Chamber, and all future non-
profit members, will be added to the WBG website.

The 2012 Midwest Safety Seminar, sponsored by WBG, will be or-
ganized by Ken Walter this year. Pete Asp will serve as his assistant. Mark
Naber and others will be helping as well. If you'd like to get involved, please
let them know. Your assistance will be appreciated. Watch the website for
seminar details as the planning proceeds.

Enjoy your last warm autumn season flights and then the upcoming
Halloween and Thanksgiving holidays!

Harold’s new balloon at
launch for the Nationals
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Gary Britton has been elected to a three year terrheon t
Hot Air Competition Division (HACD) Board of Directors
by a vote of the competitive pilots in the Great Lakes Re-
gion.

The HACD Board conducts business with regular phone/

I
computer conference calls. It will meet face-to-fhloy 11
T TR T I T~ -13 in Canton, OH. It will have a summer meeting as well

The HACD Board sets policy and approves rules for week-
end competitive balloon events, State and Regional Cham-
pionships, the US Nationals and qualifies US Pilotgotto
World and continental Championships.

The US Nationals were successfully run This year the HACD, the BFA and the Holiday Balloon

this year in Battle Creek Michigan. Ob- Fest (HBF) are organizing the Worlds to be held inlBatt
servers were used again after several years creek, MI, Aug 17-25, 2012. The HACD recently moved
of using GPS only. Battle Creek has been the US Nationals to Longview, TX for a three year tan

awarded the World Championship next coincide with the Great Texas Balloon Race

summer an_d we are I(?Ok'ng for more ob- Gary has been Jury President at the last three USnst

servers to fill the requirements for over 100  and will have his name submitted to the World sanctioning

pilots. The dates for this event are August  organization, the CIA, to be on the Jury for the WsrHe

17-25. served on the Worlds Jury in Australia in 2004, among
other appointments.

?Ne are daSkIng eXp%”enced Obs.ﬁrvers’ l|3|' Gary also served on the predecessors to the HACO; Ehe
ots and crew members to consider apply- (Competition Division) and the Events Committee in the

ing for this once in a life time opportunity. “70s, ‘80s and ‘90s.
Observers will stay in the McCamly Hotel
where the competition briefings will be
held. This room will be paid for by the
competition. ( two to a room )The require-
ments for observers are ability to read and WGB RENEWALS:
use a GPS, fill out a report form, have the
physical ability to get into a truck, walk, Dave Lowe, Commercial Pilot
measure and retrieve markers thrown by
the pilots. It is necessary to know the rules

He joins Jim Dieball who represents Observers affid O
cials in an appointed position on the HACD Board.

Lori Mathews, crew

of the event but also to keep your knowl- NEW MEMBERSHIPS

edge to yourself.( this can be particularly _ o _
difficult for experienced crew and pilots Kurt Hintz, pilot (life membership)
who “want to help”) Missy Anderson, crew

If any of this sounds like fun we encourage

you to write to Linda Gavigan at FRANEW MEMBERSHIP (Non-Profit) ******
worlds_observers 2011 2012@yahoo.com

. We had several crew and pilots observe Waterford Chamber of Commerce

this summer and they had a great time.
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Balloon Demonstration at Boy Scout
Camporee

5K

X

&

By: Gary Britton

With intermittent rain all afternoon
and evening, the balloon demonstration
for the Boy Scout Camporee at Dodge
County Airport moved inside a large han-
gar. On September 24, WBG members
Gary Britton, Mark Naber and Daron
Powers explained ballooning and dis-
played their balloon equipment for the
scouts and their leaders. The planned
tethers and free flights had to be can-
celed. Daron heated his model balloon
with a pair of hair dryers and the model
rose to the rafters of the large hangar,
demonstrating that hot air rises. (Earlier
one of the scout leaders was demonstrat-
ing the same principle with a dry-cleaners
bag and a hot air popcorn popper.) Gary
moved his basket outside between rain
showers to demonstrate the pilot light and
both the vapor and liquid aspects of the
burner. All threeballoonistsshowed their
baskets and talked to the scouts about bal-
looning.

There were over 200 scouts
camped at the airport for the week-
end. Earlier in the day they had opportu-
nities for flights in airplanes and helicop-
ters. Inthe hangar next to the balloon
hangar they were learning about para-
chutes. Model rocketry was another activ-
ity they participated in as they pursued
aviation and aerospace badges.

b

" # 9

Football and TFRs!
Notice Number: NOTC3215

The FAA would like to remind pilots to check for
Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs) now that t
Division | and Professional Football Seasons ha
gotten into full swing.

Blanket NOTAM 9/5151 is in place; however, du
to the ever changing times and locations of gam
it is impossible to publish anything more spe-

cific. Blanket NOTAM 9/5151 addresses the re-
qguirements for a TFR to be activated for sporting
events, but it is incumbent upon the pilot to know
if his route of flight will be affected.

Flight Service can only refer pilots to the NOTAM
since they have no way of knowing if games wer
delayed, in overtime, or cancelled. Air Traffic wi
ensure IFR flights are clear of TFR airspace, but
VFR pilots are only advised on a time permitting
basis, unless they ask.

This web siteAirspace.nifc.goygives the TFR
locations on a map, among other neat informatic

®

for pilots.
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Friday night winds were light and variable. Stand-in
balloonmeister for Kevin Knapp, Randy Oates, called
a hare & hound but only the earliest of hounds were
able to stay with the hare as winds were constantly
shifting to the north. Seven pilots were able to score.
The top three were MikEngland of Scottsdale, AZ,
third, Gary Tarter of Fishers, IN, second, and Kinnie
Gibson of Carrolton, TX, first.

Saturday morning's radar showed rain approaching
from the west and with the short window a fly-in task
from a 1 mile minimum to Centralia’'s Foundation
Park was called.

An additional prize was given to any pilot tossing a
tennis ball into one of five rings in Catfish Pond. As
expected, there were some good scores posted at the
two targets in the park. The top three were Tim Bill-
ingsly of Carrolton, GA, third, Al Hansen of Wheat-
field, IN, second, and Dave Bobel of Rochester IN,
first. And yes, by the way, yours truly was able to
make a one-in-a-million toss from 500' putting the
tennis ball into one of the rings.

Only a glow was scheduled for Saturday night. A
huge crowd was entertained by 41 balloons scattered
throughout Foundation Park glowing to a well organ-
ized preplanned itinerary. Unfortunately, the glow
was cut short as rain was moving in again

Sunday morning's flight was one to be remembered.
Between the surface and 2000' you could fly any di-
rection on the compass. A hare & hound was called
from Foundation Park with Pat Fogue from Colum-
bia, MO flying the Pepsi Super Can as the hare. A
judge declared goal was at the airport. It took some
time, but Pat was able to find the right altitudes and
the right directions to get to the airport target. He
landed and set a second target also at the airport.
Great job, Pat! 26 of the 41 balloons were able to get
to the JDG, 15 within the legs of the X. Glenn
Woller of Wausau, WI was third, Kinnie Gibson, sec-
ond, and young Adam Magee of Columbia, MO was
first with a 6" drop. 15 pilots made it to the hare's

target. Frank Hines of Ballwin, MO was third,
Dave Bobel, second, and Mike Fahrendorf of
Ellisville, MO was first.

Scott Wooge of St. Louis, MO meistered a fing
flight on Sunday afternoon. He flew the hare
balloon from Foundation Park in a very stiff
breeze from the north. Only three balloons we
able to toss at the hare as they went over. Pa
Fogue was the only one to score. My baggie
landed just outside the scoring field, and the
third baggie thrown by Jim Pearson of Milan, |
landed on the roof of our propane dealer.

Overall winners for the weekend were Dave
Bobel, third, Kinnie Gibson, second, and Mike
England was first.

Friday night's winds went calm during the pilot
briefing. A previously declared hare & hound
with a jdg was canceled and replaced by doub
hares. First hare off the ground, Scott Wooge
flying Lindy, crossed the Logan County Airport
to the west. No
other balloon was
able to do the
same._Gotta be
the shadeslim
Phalen flying the
second hare bal-
loon crossed the
airport to the
south. Several of
the early hounds
were able to score
well. Kelly Neill
scored third, Tom Eisman was second, and Al
Reusch finished first. The flight was followed

by a well attended glow and a BBQ on the field

sponsored by Hicksgas of Lincoln.

le

in to the airport was in order. The large landin

Saturday morning brought brisk winds and a fIF-
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Continued from page 5

area proved beneficial for most of the pilots.

Two targets were placed on the grass runway. Donna
Carlton-Vish scored third, Greg Saul was second, and
Kelly Neill finished first. Following the flight, a
made-to-order breakfast was prepared at the VIP tent
on the field. The made-to-order pancakes and ome-
lettets were a big hit with all those who attended.

The stiff breeze continued all day Saturday and the
evening flight was cancelled. The steady breeze was
perfect for a Giant kite demonstration and a kite com-
petition. The winds settled down just in time for an-
other well attended glow.

Overall winners for the weekend were Jim Pearson -
third, Kelly Neill -second, and Al Reusch- first.

I "#$% &

Twenty-eight balloons gathered in Macomb for the 25th
Macomb Balloon Rally. This year's theme was "Putting
on the Ritz". It was highlighted with a banquet with a
live orchestra in the Grand Ballroom at Western lllinois
University on Saturday night following a competitive
flight and a glow.

Friday night's sponsor flight was winded/rained out.
Saturday morning greeted the pilots with very IFR con-
ditions. Fog and 300’ ceilings kept most pilots on the
ground, but five pilots inflated just off the scoring field
and flew over the trees and toward the field. The tops
of the balloons were fading in the mist as they tree-
topped in.

There was no scoring on the a.m. flight, so the entire
purse was riding on the Saturday afternoon flight. Bal-
loonmeister Bob Coury didn't disappoint the pilots or
the crowd that gathered for the fly-in. A beautifully
mowed target area included "mowed" balloons and
"unmowed" balloons. Pink baggies would be scored if
they were dropped in "unmowed" balloons, yellow bag
gies would be scored in the "mowed" balloons. A 25C
point bonus would be given to any pilot who could drop
a quarter into the "25" that was mowed into one of the

Close up picture of the beautifully mowed “target
area” at the Macomb Balloon Rally. Cool huh ???

"unmowed" balloons. Several quarters were
dropped, but none scored. A special baggie ir
the shape of a musical note would also be
scored if it was dropped into the "unmowed 25
balloon. The top six scores were announced &
the banquet. Greg Saul in "Good 'N Plenty"
finished first. Wisconsin's Harold Graves fin-
ished fourth.

it
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Being Welcomed to the Game!
Looking for their seats

Becky and family relaxing Dawn & Kevin Radloff enjoying
the sun and the tailgate

The food was great

Final Score: Brewers — 3

Phillies— 2

The guys grilling

Soaking up some rays of sunshine

Pre-game Memorial

We had fun!
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2011 BFA Hall of Fame Weekend.
July 30-31, 2011 @ Indianola, lowa

By Debbie Spaeth

The National Balloon Classic (NBC), in Indianola,
lowa, is the ¥ longest running balloon event in the
USA. Indianola hosted the US National Hot Air Bal-
loon Championship for many years, but the NBC is a
great event in its’ own right.

Ninety plus pilots participated including a good repre-
sentation from Wisconsin and lllinois. Harold Graves,
Ken Walter, Ron Nollen, and their crews were there
from Wisconsin. From lllinois, we saw Jim, Eileen &
Kim Neill, Scott Wooge and Dave & Kathy Reineke.

But Tom & Pam Sheppard and | were in Indianola for
the 2011 BFA Hall of Fame ceremony at the National
Balloon Museum. The 2011 Candidates were Maxie
Anderson, Ben Abruzzo and Dewey Reinhard.

The Museum kicked off the weekend with a presenta-
tion, by Troy Bradley and his 9-year old son, Bobby.
They spoke about the planning and preparations for
Bobby’s flight in an Ultralight balloon on June 4,

2011. Troy spoke about the interest Bobby has had in

balloons since he was a young child. And the maturity Bobby’'s 32,000 cubic foot balloon inflated next to a coup

he shows in his handling of balloon training and flight.
Troy touched on the fact that each child has sport in-
terests of their own — skateboarding, soccer, balloon-
ing — that carry risks. But with the proper training,
preparations and understanding, the child can safely
participate in the activity. As the opening slide said,
“You are Never Too Little to Have Big Dreams!”

During the talk, Bobby popped up to tell a part of the
story from his point of view. It is obvious that Mom
and Dad are proud (but cautious) parents. Bobby’'s
sister Savanah was not here for the weekend, but she
is Bobby’s crew chief. As Mom (Tammy) said, it is

great to oversee the kids handling the 32,000 cu ft bal-

loon, weighing less than 155 pounds, which is a great
size for them. Check out the photo that shows
Bobby’s balloon inflated next to a couple of AX-7
balloons to see a good comparison of the sizes.

At the end of the presentation, Bobby told us he now
had his own balloon card. In addition to the story of
his flight, his card says “Bobby loves school, basket-
ball, guitar, chess & video games.” (Normal nine-year
old interests.) Bobby offered his cards for sale®br
each which went 100% to the National Balloon Mu-

Three generations of Bradley's

le
of AX-7’s

seum. Nice to see the younger generation un-
derstanding the value of the National Balloon
Museum.

Saturday evening we went to the Balloon Field
and watched the mass ascension. Weather was
perfect, but lowa Hot & Humid. The launch
was picture perfect for the great crowd. Ken &
Kay Walter were flying the Panda Bear. It
looked great as it launched from beside the E&

gle.

Sunday afternoon was the Hall of Fame Induc
tion. WBG Member, Ken Walter was the MC

for the ceremony. Ken serves on the National
Balloon Museum Board, representing the BFA

Benny Abruzzo, son of Ben Abruzzo, repre-

sented the Abruzzo family. Both Ben Abruzzo
and his wife Pat died in a small plane crash in
1985. And their son, Richard Abruzzo died in
an accident in 2010 during the Gordon Bennet]t
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Long Distance Balloon Race. But ballooning was an
important part of their family and Benny’s speech con-
centrated some of the happy and exciting times.

Benny talked about growing up in a family where Dad
said | want to do that and he did. Like crossing both
the Atlantic and Pacific in balloons. And tried to de-
scribe the excitement of waving to your Dad at a liftoff
in Maine and just knowing, as a kid, that he was going
to land for sure on land in Europe.

Mrs. Patty Anderson and her son, Kris Anderson, spoke
on behalf of the family of the late Maxie Anderson.
Daughter Stephanie also spoke growing up along side
the Abruzzo kids. And how she agreed with Benny
Abruzzo that it was scary, but exciting times they sent
their Dads off on these trans-ocean adventures. Stories
were told of learning to fly in the early days of balleon
ing. And that Sid Cutter had taught both Anderson and
Abruzzo to fly in Albuquerque.

Jeanie Reinhard introduced her husband, Dewey
Reinhard, the third inductee for the class of 2011.
Jeanie told us how Dewey loved to build, fly and drive
his “toys” but also make time for civic duties and al-
ways for family time. And that Dewey never could
pass up a new pair of gloves or a magazine that in-
cludes, trains, planes or models.

Dewey’s acceptance speech kind of summarized the
whole Hall of Fame and why these people have been
inducted. They are part of the Greatest Generation of
Balloonists. They were all pioneers because they were
learning to fly balloons when it was brand new and
there were no books to follow. And there were no
other pilots to ask because you were often the lone pilot
in your area. Or at least you were until you found out
that their was the Balloon Federation of America. And
they had a Nationals were you could meet other pilots
and learn new ways to land, rather than a crash landing
every time.
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2011 Hall of Fame Inductees: Maxie Anderson, Ben
Abruzzo and Dewey Reinhard

Hall of Fame Anderson Family

The crowd at Indianola

It was a great afternoon, listening to the family stories
that are the history of our sport. Because these people
were interested in the sport of ballooning, we all bene-
fited from what they learned and shared among each
other. Take time to learn more if you have a chance to
visit the National Balloon Museum in Indianola, lowa.

It is a great way to learn more about how ballooning
evolved to where we are today.

Tom
Sheppard
and Matt
Wiederkehr
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WISCONSIN BALLOON GROUP

Membership Application

The Ventline

____ Pilot—$20.00

_____ Additional pilots in household — $10.00 each

__ Crew—$15.00 (per household) ____ Newdgiem
__ Event Official — $15.00 (per household) _____Renewing Member

Business / Corporate — add $50.00
Life Membership - $200

Name(s):

For new members and renewing members with changesepmemplete the following.
Address:
City, State, Zip:

Phone: () Secondary Phone: (__ )
E:Mail:
Balloon Owner: No/Yes N# Balloon name:

N# Balloon name:
Preferred communication: E:Mail __ Surface mail:

Please check box if you would like your information withHedsin the membership roster. [ ]
Note: The Wisconsin Balloon Group does notiglithe contact information of its members.

Related Memberships: [Circle and/or complete]

BFA  NolYes # EAA Nol/Yes #

AOPA NolYes # Other:

Please complete the following information. Check alhiat apply.

[ ] Pilot [ ] Crew [ ] Observer
Student () BFA Crew Achievement BBBserver Achievement
Private () Level: Level:
Commercial () Primary Pilot(s) Crewed:( ) Hot Air

[ 1 Sport [ ] Competition () Gas

[ ] Rides [ ]Promotion () CIA R=gdtObserver

[ 1 Instruction / Accept Students

BFA Pilot Achievement Level: [ 1 Event official

Ratings: Hot Air __ Gas___ Other Role(s):

Indicate areas where you would consider volunteering, tadvance ballooning and the WBG:

Ventline Reporter Social Events Membership i@gaeents Land Owner Relations

Safety Seminar Other:
Send application form and dues to:
Pete Asp, WBG Membership Director or Gary Britton, WBcutive Director
W1341 County Road B 4458 Summit Ridge
Sullivan, WI 53178 Slinger, WI 53086
wisaero@centurytel.net gary.britton@uwc.edu

262-593-2251 414-333-5664
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