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Greetings from your WBG Director 

A year ago in this column I commented on how the spring weather 
had allowed several of us to get an earlier than normal start to the 2010 fly-
ing season.  I’m afraid just the opposite has happened this year.  I don’t 
know if those of us at Manitowoc were typical of other WBG pilots or not, but 
three of the six of us there weren’t even current when we arrived.  Fortu-
nately the weather enabled us to get in short flights on Saturday morning 
and evening and we are now ready for summer flying.    

It’s also the time for school programs and demonstrations.  Pete Asp 
helped the Lannon Elementary School celebrate their success in a reading 
program by answering questions about ballooning, inflating in the school 
playground, and then flying away with the school principal on board.  Ken 
Walter presented a program to over 150 5th and 6th grade students at Jeffer-
son Elementary School in Manitowoc.  They were in the gym, basket and all, 
due to rain the day before the rally.  On Father’s Day I will be doing a pres-
entation and, weather permitting, tethered rides for the young participants in 
an EAA Air Encampment program in West Bend.  Later in the summer we 
will do inflation demonstrations for two summer classes at Slinger Middle 
School.  I’m sure that other pilots and balloon crews have provided addi-
tional spring and summer programs for schools in their areas.   

We have not received any applications for the WBG Scholarship for the BFA 
Junior Balloonist Camp.  Consequently, even though the application dead-
line was June 1, we will still consider a scholarship application from any 13-
18 year old who is interested in attending the camp.  Further details can be 
found on the WBG and camp web sites, http://wiballoongroup.org/
bfasummercamp.html, and http://www.bfacamp.com/ respectively. 

As you will note elsewhere in this newsletter, our WBG Social Direc-
tors have been busy with both the spring and fall events.  In May we had our 
Spring Social at a new venue, Hiway Harry’s just off of I-94 halfway between 
Madison and Waukesha.  It was a very pleasant setting and a delicious 
meal.  Dinner was followed by everyone donning 3-D glasses for a very in-
teresting program new to all of us.  Russ Gager, a Jim Neil crew member, 
showed his 3-D pictures from balloon events in Japan, Wisconsin and Illi-
nois.  For the fall event this year a Brewers baseball game, including a pre-
game tailgate cookout, is planned for September 11.  Don’t forget to send 
your reservations to Corey immediately.  Thanks so much to Corey and 
Sarah, and Daron and Lisa, for their work in planning all of our social 
events.  

Happy flying to each of you, whether you are attending one of the 
many rallies listed in our events section or out for a summer pleasure flight 
in your home flying area.   
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Allen Yost, Debbie Spaeth, and Harold 
Graves 

(Left to right) Jeff Schmoldt, Mark Naber, 
Rod VanWyngeeren and Nick White 

Mark Naber & Ken Walter 

Jeff and Kevin Schmoldt 
Corey Goebel and Nick White 

1981 World Reunion 

Registration process 


����
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Observers: Barb Davis,  Georgene Voutila, 
Kathy Ayres, Deb  

BFA Board Meeting  Thompson, Brad-
ley 

Joe Kittinger Keynote Speaker and 
Shields Trauger recipient 

Tracy Barnes and Orv Olivier 

Gary & Jean Britton, Kathy Ayres 

Tom Sheppard, Debbie Spaeth Ballooning 
Notables 
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Much like the rest of the state, flying has been off to a slow 
start in the Fox Valley.  
However, we have four "new" envelopes in the valley anx-
iously waiting to get some flight time 

During the winter, which we all thought would never end, 
Dave Koenig was busy getting ready for the new flying sea-
son. 
He ended up retiring his former home built, "Oscar", and con-
structed a new envelope, named "Silverfish".... or at least 
that's  the name for now ?  
Dave made his first flight with the new balloon on Friday 
May 20th. He is working on it's phase 1 testing, and hopes to 
be ready to fly it in Wausau or Seymour. 
 

“Silverfish’s” first infla-
tion 

Dave Koenig with his new home-
built balloon named “Silverfish”. 

******************************** 

John Ross also has a new envelope, he acquired 
a  Lindstrand 90, with a mere 60 hours on it, No new 
name has been chosen yet, as he has not had the 
opportunity to fly it.  

We also have two student pilots in the valley, both with 
their own systems. 
Kurt Hintz and his wife Sara purchased "DIamond" 
from Jim & Peg Wolf  in June 2010. Kurt got some 
flight time as a student last year with the balloon, now 
re-named "Which Way?" 

Which Way?  

Owned by Kurt and 
Sara Hintz. 

 
Despite hopes to fly over memorial day weekend, which 
never worked due to un-cooperative weather,  we still 
managed to have fun as a group. We all "descended"  on 
Dave Koenig's home on Saturday night for a "Ballooning 
Bonfire". Dave had plenty of wood to burn, as they lost 
several trees in a sever storm earlier this spring. As you 
can see, the fire was lit in proper ballooning form, as Dave 
got some "Burner Time". 
  

Nathan Dieringer, also has purchased a used Cameron 
envelope and bottom end. The irony is the basket Nathan 
now owns was formally owned by Dave Koeing. Dave 
will now be training Nathan in his "old basket". 
We have been giving Nathan a hard time about the design 
of the envelope with the prominent hearts, but as they say, 
"it takes a real Man to wear pink", I guess you could say, 
"It takes a real Man to fly a balloon with giant pink 
hearts". 
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By Debbie Spaeth��

My friendship with Sid, and his wife Jewel, goes back to the 
1978 US National Championship. The 1978 Nationals was 
the first year that WBG  member, Tom Sheppard, was the 
Balloonmeister (now called Event Director) for the US Nation-
als.  Earlier this year, when the WBG Toast/Roast of Tom 
Sheppard was held, Sid sent a congratulatory note to Tom 
that referenced the 1978 Nationals.  He recalled his favorite 
Tom Sheppard quote from the Nationals was “Read the 
Rules”.  He also said, when he won the 1978 Nationals he 
“never figured out whether Tom was impressed with my supe-
rior Flying abilities or the fact that I was flying the Budweiser 
Balloon”.     (I think I still have the jacket from the 1978 Na-
tionals with the Budweiser balloon on the back.) 

Sid was no stranger to Wisconsin.  He flew in the 1983 & 
1984 Great Wisconsin Dells Balloon Rally.  He flew his home-
built “Small World” to a 1st Place finish in 1983.   

Over the years, there were opportunities to spend time to-
gether with Sid and Jewel, at balloon competition events 
around the world , as well as times at  the International Bal-
looning Commission/CIA meetings.  I have great pictures of 
time spent together in Paris, Gibraltar and Spain for the CIA.  
But we were very lucky to spend a week with Sid in Novem-
ber 2009 when he was a Jury Member at the Tochigi Balloon-
ing Championship in Japan.  Sid had shared his diagnosis, 
but was upbeat on his outlook.  Tom and Sid had time to 
catch up and share aviation stories during the week.  And we 
all shared a ride, and lunch, on the trip back to Tokyo Airport.  
It is a great memory of a charming and warm friend.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sid Cutter, well known as the founder of the Albuquer-
que International Balloon Fiesta and CIA Hall of Fame 
inductee, passed away on May 21, 2011 

After a long battle with stomach cancer, Sid died 
peacefully in his sleep on May 21, 2011, at the age of 
77.    Sidney Dillon Cutter, born May 9, 1934, was the 
grandson of New Mexico Governor,  R.C. Dillon 
(1926), and the son of aviation pioneers William P  

 (“Wild Bill”) Cutter and Virginia Dillon Cut-
ter, founders of Cutter Aviation.   

Sid originally learned how to fly by sitting on 
his daddy’s lap and by age 18 obtained his 
commercial and flight instructor’s ratings.  Sid 
served in the United States Air Force and 
added single-engine jets, large cargo aircraft, 
and helicopters to his repertoire.  Returning to 
civilian life, Sid became President of Cutter 
Flying Service, the family business, from 1963 
to 1974.   Sid spent the first forty years of his 
aviation life centered around powered air-
craft.   He was known for being one of the most 
natural pilots ever and at last estimate had ac-
cumulated over 22,000 hours of flying time.  

But Sid is best known as the founder of the 
Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta.  Sid 
discovered ballooning in 1971. His first bal-
loon was used as a centerpiece for a party at 
Cutter Flying Service.  After an amazing flight 
with many unexpected spectators the morning 
after the party, Sid tapped into the “magic” of 
ballooning.   Sid devoted the next 25 years to 
ballooning.   Sid organized the Balloon Fiesta 
and the first and second Hot Air Ballooning 
World Championships before ceding the task to 
the City of Albuquerque.   Sid is the founder of 
AAAA, the largest balloon club in the 
World.   Sid started World Balloon Corpora-
tion, teaching and examining hundreds of pi-
lots, running a repair station, and flying com-
mercial balloons all over the world for a 
lengthy list of sponsors, such as Anheuser 
Busch, Kraft and Black Angus.  World Balloon 
pilots traveled worldwide spreading that 
“magic” of ballooning. 

Sid was the United States National Hot Air 
Balloon Champion in 1978 and again in 
1986.  Among several awards Sid holds are 
The Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award in 
aviation, and The Diplome Montgolfier, Hot 
Air Ballooning’s highest award.   Sid has been 
inducted into the Albuquerque Sports Hall of 
Fame, the New Mexico Tourism Hall of Fame, 
the Balloon Federation of America Hall of 
Fame, the Albuquerque International Balloon 
Fiesta Hall of Fame and most recently the FAI 
International Hall of Fame.  In 2002 Sid was 
one of the Olympic Torchbearers representing 
Albuquerque and ballooning.  (Continued p.7) 

 

Left to right:  Sid Cutter, Tom Sheppard  and 
Debbie Spaeth 
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(Continued from p. 6 

Sid considered one of his greatest accomplishments to be 
designing and building airships for Anheuser Busch. 
Each airship was 229,000 cu ft of pressurized hot air, 
larger than Goodyear’s gas airships at that time.  

After retiring from ballooning, Sid spent eight years in 
the beautiful Northwest fishing and enjoying boat-
ing.  He navigated completely around Vancouver Island, 
all through the San Juan Islands and the Discovery Is-
lands.  He even took his beautiful Sea Jewel on a full 
Alaskan tour topping it off at Glacier Bay. 

In lieu of funeral, a living reception was held for Sid in 
April.  Hundreds of friends from far and near attended to 
have “…one more laugh and beer with Sid”.   Everyone 
who knew Sid appreciated his enthusiasm for life; it was 
contagious.   The Albuquerque International Balloon 
Fiesta will be honoring Sid this year and has dedicated 
their 40th event to Sid, their founder and inspiration. 

************************************ 
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Wisconsin and Illinois balloonists gath-
ered for the Spring Social on May 14 at Hi-Way 
Harry’s in Johnson Creek.  Following an infor-
mal social hour of visiting, members enjoyed a 
buffet dinner with several food choices, includ-
ing desserts. Dinner was followed by the usual 
announcements of upcoming ballooning events 
and a balloon program. 

 As you can see in the accompanying 
picture, the program consisted of a 3-D slide 
presentation by Russ Gager and his wife.  They 
had pictures, accompanied by musical re-
cordings, from a balloon event in Motegi, Japan, 
as well as another set of slides from Wisconsin 
and Illinois.  The pictures were taken using two 
cameras mounted on an adjustable frame so that 
they are approximately one foot apart.  For 
viewing, the two images are projected from 
separate projectors as shown in the picture.  The 
pictures very distinctly illustrated the depth in 
the field of vision when looking at balloons be-
ing inflated or in flight.  All of the members pre-
sent, including the children, found the pictures 
beautiful and fascinating.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

              Following the slide program Russ ex-
plained some of the technology involved in this 
type of photography, answered questions from 
the audience, and showed various cameras and 
publications involved in 3-D photography.  After 
the program several members continued visiting, 
asking questions and looking at the equip-
ment.  The consensus was that Hi-Way Harry’s 
was a good place to meet and that new and infor-
mative programs like this added to the social as-
pects of the occasion.     
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The National Balloon Museum Launches All New Website 

Website Address 

http://www.nationalballoonmuseum.com/ 

Be sure to save this link in your "Favorites" file. 

The new site has been completely redesigned and updated.  

Note especially new listings under Hall of Fame, News, Exhibits and trophies. 

    New exhibit listings on the website include the following: 

        Stone Family Balloons 

        Tracy Barnes record setting gas balloon flight of 1964 

        The Channel Champ 

        Hot Air Ship 

        U. S. Hot Air Balloon Champion Pilots 1960 to the present 

New news includes Upcoming Events and the Stained Glass Window project 

The Hall of Fame page is now updated and you can download an illustrated  PDF file of many of the induc-
tees. 

And be sure to take the "Virtual Tour" if you have not already done so.. 

The new site is easier to update, so visit the site often as we will be adding new things regularly. 

The new online Gift shop is not ready yet, but it is under construction and will be coming in an expanded edi-
tion. 

The new website was designed and setup and is being hosted  by Jason Cross of NolaSoft Development of 
Indianola, Iowa (515) 962 1001. 

Be sure to update your email address book for the Museum to the following address: mu-
seum@nationalballoonmuseum.com 

  

Dennis D. Nicholson, Assistant to the Curator 
National Balloon Museum 
1601 North Jefferson Way, PO Box 149 
Indianola, IA  50125-0149 
(515) 961 3714 

museum@nationalballoonmuseum.com 

Home: 

Dennis D. Nicholson 
903 North C Street 
Indianola, IA  50125-1323 
(515) 962 0289 
(515) 669 5151 (Cell, on when away from home.) 
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If attendance at the WBG Spring Fling social gathering 
was any indication, the future of hot-air balloon enthusiasts in 
Wisconsin should be strong.  There were eight youngsters in 
attendance, ranging in age from three months to 11 years 
old.  Many of them were busy playing video games before the 
dinner.  Pictured here left to right are Caleb Naber, son of Mark 
and Jenny,  Jack Walter, oldest son of Ken and Kay, and Dylan 
Powers, son of Daron and Lisa.  Perhaps WBG should start sav-
ing up now for the possibility of offering several additional 
scholarships for the BFA Jr. Balloonist Camps in about six 
years! 
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�I�R�U���S�L�O�R�W�V�������,�I���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G�����F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���-�H�I�I���7�U�]�H���I�R�U���S�L�O�R�W�V�������,�I���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G�����F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���-�H�I�I���7�U�]�H���I�R�U���S�L�O�R�W�V�������,�I���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G�����F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���-�H�I�I���7�U�]�H���I�R�U���S�L�O�R�W�V�������,�I���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G�����F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���-�H�I�I���7�U�]�H��

�E�L�D�W�R�Z�V�N�L���������M�W�U�]�H�E�O�W�D�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P�E�L�D�W�R�Z�V�N�L���������M�W�U�]�H�E�O�W�D�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P�E�L�D�W�R�Z�V�N�L���������M�W�U�]�H�E�O�W�D�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P�E�L�D�W�R�Z�V�N�L���������M�W�U�]�H�E�O�W�D�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P�������� Deadline for getting your res-
ervations to Corey Goebel for 
WBG Fall Brewer Game  is 
June 10, 2010 
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Manitowoc Air show  

& Balloon Rally 

One of the many cool air show acts! 

Saturday AM didn't allow for a free flight,  So 
we decided to hop across the airport 

Saturday PM Fly-in inflation 

Mark and Jenny Naber inflating 
Cloud Nine 

Saturday PM launch and fly-in to the airport 
for a night glow 

 

John Rucker gives tethered rides and fulfills 
another bucket list. 

Gary Britton flying in 
Saturday PM 

Daron Powers 
launching for 
the AM hop 
across the 
airport. 

WindDancer at the Mani-
towoc St. Pat’s parade. 

A great 
time was 
had by all 

A long and 
tiring 

weekend. 

Resting up 
for next 
year! 

Look out 
Bobby 
Brad-

ley………
….. Jack 
Walter is 
right be-
hind you! 

��������	
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   In honor of Memorial Day and also the Fourth of 
July, we are printing this photo essay by Rebecca 
Frankhel who is deputy managing editor of Foreign pol-
icy.com. It is a nod of acknowledgement to the Ameri-
can soldier of the four legged variety. 

   Dogs have been fighting alongside U.S. soldiers for 
more than 100 years, seeing combat in the Civil War 
and World War 1. But their service was informal: only 
in 1942 were canines officially inducted into the U.S. 
Army. Today, they are a central part of U.S. efforts in 
Iraq and Afghanistan —--as of early 2010 the U.S. 
Army had 2,800 active-duty dogs deployed (the largest 
canine contingent in the world). These numbers will 
continue to grow as these dogs become an ever-more 
vital military asset. 

   It’s not the gear that makes the dog. Military working 
dog (MWD’s in Army parlance) may not enjoy all the 
privileges of being full-fledged soldiers, but the US 
military no longer considers them mere equipment. The 
war dogs deployed to Vietnam during that conflict were 
classified as “surplus equipment” and left behind. To-
day MWD’s are outfitted with equipment of their own 
— a range of specialized gear that includes Doggles  
(protective eye wear), body armor, life vests, gas masks, 
long range GPS-equipped vests, and high-tech canine 
flak jackets. 

   The first U.S. dog to take a  “military parachute free 
fall” was Pal, a 46 lb. German shepherd, in 1969. But 
do dogs like jumping out of planes and helicopters? Ap-
parently, they enjoy it more than you would. One hand-
ler recently said that “Dogs don’t perceive height differ-
ences….they’re more likely to be bothered by the roar 

 

 

 

 of the engines, but once we’re on the way down, 
that doesn’t matter and they just enjoy the 
view….the dog has a much cooler head than 
most recruits.” As long as the dog is with his 
handler, he’s loving life. 

��������������������������������� ���

U.S. Navy SEAL Mike Forsythe and his 
dog Cara (pictured above) recently broke 
the world record for “highest man / dog 
parachute deployment by jumping from 
30,100 ft. 

   In 2010 it was reported that “top-secret, super-
elite U.S. Navy SEAL special forces were to 
deploy heavily armored bulletproof dogs 
equipped with infrared night sight cameras and 
an ‘intruder communication system’ able to 
penetrate concrete walls. It was also reported 
that a contract was awarded to a Canadian firm 
for the supply of ‘Canine Tactical Assault 
Vests’ for wear by SEAL dogs. The K9 cata-
logue boasts an array of high-tech canine de-
vices ,from storm lights to long lines and leads 
to an assortment of vests- - assault, aerial inser–       

 
             Continued p 12 
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Continued from p. 11                                                   
tion, and patrol –SWAT– which are rated from 
“excellent” to “good” in protecting the animal from 
harm due to everything from bullets to ice picks. 

    

   Military dogs and their handlers often form deep 
bonds— it’s an essential part of the canine-handler 
relationship that is specifically built into their train-
ing regimen. The personal attachments are often so 
intense that it can take weeks of training before a 
dog can begin working with a new handler. In the 
photo above, a military dog handler uses and over-
the-shoulder carry to hold his dog. The exercise 
helps build trust, loyalty and teamwork.  

 

 

 

 

   . 

Known for being fierce protectors, these dogs are also loyal 
guardians. 

   Over the last 2 years, there has been an effort 
to rapidly increase the number of IED detection 
dogs in Afghanistan and Iraq. Currently, the Ma-
rine Crops has 170 bomb-sniffing dogs, but has 
plans to deploy as many as 600 dogs to their pro-
gram before Sept. 2012. In February, Marine 
commandant Gen. James Amos stated that he’d 
like to see “a dog with every patrol.” 

Above a U.S. Army 1st Sgt. holds his military  work-
ing dog while the jumpmaster, behind them, deploys 
his parachute during the military’s first tandem air-
borne jump with a canine from an altitude of 12,500 
ft in Sept. 2009                              (Continued p 13) 

   The Military’s canine forces are doing more than 
their fair share. Included in this number are the re-
markable vapor-wake dogs., which are genetically 
bred and specially trained canines to not only detect 
stationary bombs or bomb-making materials, but iden-
tify and alert their handler to the moving  scent of ex-
plosive devices and materials left behind in the air, 
say, as a suicide bomber walked through a crowd — 

all without ever tipping off the perpetrator. 
While not as expensive as some military-trained 
dogs, the cost of breeding and training these 
dogs is not cheap at around $20,000 each. 

   In Oct. 2010, the Pentagon announced that 
after six 6 years and $19 billion spent in the at-
tempt to build the ultimate bomb detector tech-
nology, dogs were still the most accurate sniffers 
around with a success rate of 80%. 

U.S. Sergeant Matthew Templet and his bomb-sniffing dog 
Basco search for explosives during a clearance patrol. 



The Vent l ine Page 13 

Air Force dogs have been airborne for decades. Dogs usually jump in 
tandem with their trainers, but when properly outfitted with flotation 
vests, they can make short jumps into water on their own. 

(Continued from p 12) 

Above, Staff Sgt. Philip Mendoza and his MWD, Rico, wearing spe-
cially made goggles, train aboard a helicopter in Iraq. 

 cut out for the rigors of war. But the military 
works hard to find all these dogs good adoptive 
homes, with the dog sometimes going home to 
the U.S with their handler, or to their handlers 
families. 

   As Mike Dowling a former Marine & dog han-
dler knows from experience, these dogs are a 
great morale boost and a symbol of home. You 
come back to the base (to these dogs) that are so 
freakin’ loyal—a dog who is waiting for you, 
who will play with you because they love you, 
it’s just one of the many benefits. 

   Man’s best friend is a pretty fearsome warrior.  
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May God Bless America & 
Man’s Best Friend !!!!! 

   There’s more to nurturing a top-notch war dog than just 
getting nailing down commands to push a canine-in-
training to scale jump drills, maneuver through obstacle 
courses, and unearth hidden explosive devices. It takes a 
lot of hard work and commitment spending an average 
of 8-14 hours a day training together (for most dog-
handler teams). 

   For some dogs, the days of parachuting out of planes 
and tours in the mountainous regions of Afghanistan end 
sooner than others—whether it’s from fatigue, a debili-
tating injury from battle, or a personality that’s just not  
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Membership Application 

____   Pilot – $20.00 

____   Additional pilots in household – $10.00 each  

____   Crew – $15.00 (per household)                 ____ New Member 

____ Event Official – $15.00 (per household)                 ____ Renewing Member 

____ Business / Corporate – add $50.00     

____ Life Membership - $200        

Name(s): ______________________________________________ 

For new members and renewing members with changes, please complete the following. 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________ 

Phone: (___)__________   Secondary Phone: (___)_____________ 

E:Mail: ____________________________________ 

Balloon Owner: No/Yes N# ________ Balloon name: ___________________________ 

    N# ________ Balloon name: ___________________________ 

Preferred communication:    E:Mail _____ Surface mail: _______    

Please check box if you would like your information withheld from the membership roster. [  ] 

        Note:  The Wisconsin Balloon Group does not publish the contact information of its members. 

Related Memberships:  [Circle and/or complete] 

BFA   No/Yes  #_______________  EAA  No/Yes #_______________ 

AOPA No/Yes #__________________ Other:____________________________  

Please complete the following information.  Check all that apply. 

[  ]  Pilot    [   ]  Crew   [  ]  Observer  

       Student         (  )   BFA Crew Achievement BFA Observer Achievement 

       Private          (  )            Level: ______                Level: ______ 

       Commercial  (  )   Primary Pilot(s) Crewed:    (   ) Hot Air 

[  ]  Sport    [  ] Competition  ____________________    (   ) Gas 

[  ]  Rides    [  ] Promotion  ____________________    (   ) CIA Registered Observer 

[  ]  Instruction / Accept Students 

BFA Pilot Achievement Level: ____                                                  [  ]  Event official 

Ratings:  Hot Air ___ Gas ___  Other______________         Role(s):______________ 

Indicate areas where you would consider volunteering, to advance ballooning and the WBG: 

    Ventline Reporter    Social Events    Membership    Special Events    Land Owner Relations 

               Safety Seminar             Other: ___________________________________ 

Send application form and dues to: 

Pete Asp, WBG Membership Director or Gary Britton, WBG Executive Director 

W1341 County Road B 4458 Summit Ridge 

Sullivan, WI  53178  Slinger, WI  53086 

wisaero@centurytel.net                                                                         gary.britton@uwc.edu 

262-593-2251 414-333-5664 
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