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    Spring in Wisconsin 

 

Greetings from your WBG Director 

  

For the January/February Ventline I wrote a brief article about a 1986 balloon flight in 
Canada with Alan Blount and his 4 year old son, Trevor.  During the memorial service for 
Alan last Saturday I was reminded of the next time that Alan and I flew together.  It was in 
1995, the evening before the competition began for the first BFA Team Championships just 
outside Atlanta.  Alan was the team captain and Mike Murphy and I were the other two team 
members.  It was a new flying area for all of us, heavily wooded over much of the competi-
tion map, and we wanted to check it out from the air before the first competitive flight.  Alan 
was an ideal team captain.  As was pointed out by many during the memorial service, Alan 
was very competitive and set high goals.  But he was also very supportive of Mike and me, 
and graciously shared his knowledge and ideas with us.  We learned a lot about competitive 
flying from Alan.  But more importantly, we had a good time enjoying the flying --- well at 
least most of the time--- and the camaraderie. The impact that Alan had on the entire bal-
looning community, his profession, and his family was evidenced by the large number of 
people attending the memorial service and by the comments shared by many.  There were 
balloonists there from at least five states.  Nick White said to me as we walked in “When you 
look at the crowd it appears to be a Wisconsin Dells pilot briefing from 25 years ago.”  Alan’s 
presence will be missed by all of us, but his memory and what he meant to each one of us, 
will be with us forever. 

The WBG hosted Midwest Safety Seminar held in Milwaukee at the end of March was a 
huge success.  Ken Walter and his committee put together an excellent program and the 
speakers, as well as the venue, received high marks in the participant evaluation sur-
vey.  Debbie Spaeth has put together an excellent overview of the seminar.  Be sure to read 
it later on it this newsletter.   

Our Social Directors have a very interesting program lined up for the Spring Social on 
May 5 and have also announced plans for another outing for a Brewers game at Miller Park 
in the fall.  See the flyers for details on both of these events.   

I will close with some housekeeping items. 

The WBG Leadership Group remains the same for 2012 as it was in 2011. 

If you need additional landowner certificates contact Ken Walter or me.  Ken will 
send the letters announcing last year’s winners out to all of the 2011 landown-
ers in the next few days.  We encourage all of you to participate in this pro-
gram and leave a certificate when you launch or land from privately owned 
property.  For more details about the program and lists of the annual winners, 
go to the WBG website, http://wiballoongroup.org/. 

For those of you who registered for the seminar, your WBG membership was in-
cluded with your registration fee.  For the rest of you, please submit your dues 
payment to Pete Asp or to me.  The revenue from dues is needed to support 
the cash prizes that we pay out as part of the Landowner Program.   

Happy spring flying!  I look forward to the Spring Social, hearing John Trione’s program, 
and visiting with you there!   
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The application process for Festival Del Globo 2012 has 
opened. The event is scheduled for November 16-19 2012 
in Leon Mexico.  

For the application packet go to: 

www.ballooningtexas.com  

Let's get a large showing from Wisconsin this year. The 
weather here will be turning cold and in Mexico it will still be 
warm. Leon is a safe and beautiful city. If you won't take my 
word for it, call the Pope. He just returned from there. Or ask 
Sponge Bob, he's been there too. 

���������	
����������������������������

��������	
��	����	

 
WINGS is Now Easier than Ever!  

These changes, along with several "bug" fixes, were released 
today!  

1. A continuing goal of the FAASTeam is to improve 
the usability of FAASafety.gov, and particularly the 
WINGS Program. A new and exciting feature we call 
Quick WINGS is the latest enhancement to improve 
the usability of the WINGS Program! We are pleased to 
announce that Quick WINGS, a feature that requires 
only “one-click” to participate in the WINGS – Pilot 
Proficiency Program, is now available. 

2. The “Give Credit” process in the Instructor Portal 
has been simplified, thus making it even easier for in-
structors to give WINGS credit for a flight activity. 

3. CFIs can print a pilot’s WINGS Checklist; all a 
CFI needs is the email address the pilot uses on FAASa-
fety.gov. This capability is right in the Instructor Portal! 

We fixed a problem with the way that the Validate a  

4.  Credit  was working. Now it will not be so 
slow and confusing. 

5.  One frustrating challenge has been the inability 
to change your own FAASafety.gov email address 
or password. With today’s upgrade, we have re-
leased the initial Security Questions feature so 
that we can begin to capture security questions 
and answers for all of our users. When you log in 
the next time, you can create your own list of 
questions and answers. Just go to your My Prefer-
ences page and click on the Email & Password 
tab.  In the second phase of this project, to be re-
leased in the very near future, we will provide you 
the ability to change your email address or pass-
word simply by answering your security question. 

The 2012 Safety Standdown page is now avail-
able from the Hot Topics area on FAASafety.gov. 
Check it out and visit one of the 2012 Safety 
Standdown activities in your area. 



The Vent l ine Page 5 The Vent l ine 



Page 6  The Vent l ine 

                  2012 Annual Midwest Balloon Safety Seminar 
                                                                                March 31, 2012 
                                                                                Milwaukee WI 
 
                                                                        Notes from Debbie Spaeth 
 
If you missed the WBG Safety Seminar, you missed a good one.  Congratulations to Ken Walter and his com-
mittee for all the work.  The venue was perfect for the group of 80+ attendees.  And the panel of speakers was 
informative and entertaining. 
 
Gordon Schwontkowski started the day by reminding us that crew should be trained to find weather informa-
tion and help the pilot keep up-to-the-minute on changing weather conditions.  As a matter of fact, crew was 
encouraged to attend the Safety Seminar with a discount in attendance fees and a discount from IMC for the 
balloon insurance if crew attended. 
 
John Trione presented his personal experience with finding information on the inversion layer and under-
standing the effects and consequences of the phenomenon.  John presented information on good web sites 
(and thanked Lou Billones for sharing that information at a seminar 10 years ago).  Then John tied this all 
together with his practical knowledge from years of flying close to Lake Michigan.  John spoke of his condi-
tions that form a perfect flight – a triangle of Profit+Fun+Safety. 
 
Ken Walters presented the topic of pilot attitudes and decision making.  Ken credited Tom Sheppard with 
sharing his information on this topic with Ken.  The message I came away with was to keep calm in the face 
of a “situation” and that will help you make the best choice to diffuse the situation and minimize the negative 
consequences. 
 
Bill Clemons presented a fun, informative and practical application of flying in competitive events.  But it 
actually applied to all flights.  He gave several steps that were important. 

Launch a Pibal so you know your anticipated directions.  AND watch it for 3-5 minute so you get the di-
rectional changes as well. 

Plot two lines on your map, farthest direction right and farthest direction left from your launch point.  
This plots the “wedge” that you will determine your flight path. 

Your Crew is a Partnership on every flight.  Have a Crew Chief that handles all the driving and equip-
ment preparation while you concentrate on the flight plans. 

Surround yourself with positive energy.  Negative people can drag down the whole team. 
Setup your basket as your office space so you know where everything is on each flight. 
Plan your flight between 500 ft. and 1000 ft. so you don’t have to worry about causing or crossing thru 

landowner sensitive areas. 
Have Fun. 

 
A topic of discussion that flowed out of the Pibal discussion was the concern about the short supply of He-
lium and the high price.  The market is now privately controlled and the prices have been going up dramati-
cally.  Don’t be surprised at the price on your next refill.  And don’t be surprised if the supplier you used be-
fore can’t or won’t help you with a refill. 
 
Lunch was a “tailgate” meal.  Hamburgers, Hot Dogs and Chicken breast, along with potato salad, beans and 
coleslaw were on the menu.  Fresh Fruit, Cookies and Brownies finished the meal.    Food was tasty and well 
presented by the Crown Plaza catering staff. 
 
After lunch, Debbie Spaeth moderated a panel with Bob Johns, Joe Anselmo and John Swartz.  They all be-
gan their ballooning in the 1970s.  Each pilot presented stories, with slides and props, telling tales of their  

                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                               ( Continued p. 12) 
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The first camp of the summer will be in Dubuque, IA at the 
University of Dubuque. Here is the information:�

North Central Region Camp �

June 17-21, 2012 �

University of Dubuque (Dubuque, Iowa) �

Contact Kimberly Wooge at �

dubuqueballooncamp@gmail.com  for more information. 
Follow on facebook at www.facebook.com/
dubuqueballooncamp �

The "big event" for this camp will be a tour of 
the Lindstrand Balloons USA factory�

The second camp of the summer will be in Albion, MI at Al-
bion College. Here is it's information:�

Great Lakes Region Camp �

July 22 – 26, 2011 �

Albion College (Albion, MI) �

Contact Thomas Jones at 269/746 �������� 1032 or �

GreatLakes_Balloon_Camp@hotmail.com�

The "big event" for this camp will be a tour of the Cameron 
Balloons US factory.�

**Also, if anyone wants to volunteer as a camp counselor con-
tact either Kim or Tom. If balloon clubs would like to sponsor a 
camper please contact either Kim, Tom or Shelley Caraway 
the Youth Programs Chair of the BFA at scar1@tjc.edu�

 www.bfacamp.com is in the process of being updated.�

Thanks,�

Adam Magee�
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Hope to see you in Seymour in 2012 ! 
 
Jeff Trzebiatowski  

������������

������������	
�����
��������	
�����
��������	
�����
��������	
�����
� ���

����������	��
���	
��������	�	��

	������������������
�����������

�������������������
�������
���

����������������������������
������

���	���
� �����!��"#$"������������

�����	�������%������&��%�������

'�����(��%����������������������%��

�����
�����������)��������������*���

���+����&��������������������������
�

�����+���	��	������������������,���

���������������-��������������.�

��(�������
������	���,�����

Good News for Wisconsin Balloon Group Found-
ing Member -  

We just got word that at the 2012 CIA/International Bal-
looning Commission meeting in Lithuania this week, 
Tom Sheppard was inducted into the CIA Hall of Fame. 

Tom joins an impressive group of previous inductees.  

More details on the CIA Hall of Fame are available at 
the FAI/CIA web site: 

(http://www.fai.org/cia-our-sport/hall-of-fame/121-
cia/4186-cia-hall-of-fame-inducted-members) 

 Best Regards: Debbie Spaeth 

BFA Summer Balloon Camp 
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training,.  The consensus was that it was entertaining and informative. The al-
ways entertaining Bill Zangs presented FARs.  Bill is the only person I know 
that can take you thru a presentation on the FARs and make it fun.  But still 
make it informative. 
 
Andy Baird presented “Ballooning Jeopardy” with all the topics tied to balloon 
maintenance.  He divided the room into two groups of competitors.  Group A 
was victorious, but everyone learned from a fun format. 
 
Ken Walters closed out the day with updates from the FAA Safety Team and 
the Wings Program.  He also updated us on the BFA activities. 
 
The day went fast, even if we were there from 7AM to 5:30PM.  And it was 
great to see everyone after the winter stretch. 

Continued from page 6 

 

          Packing Up– Fast and Easy 

                By: Gordon Schwontkowski 

Packing up need not be as sweaty, strenuous, or time 
consuming as many pilots and crews make it. Most pilots 
teach their crew the stand pack-up routine their instructor 
taught them. Drop the balloon, squeeze it, and bag it 
with that lurching grab-swing-stuff motion that gets hot-
ter, heavier, and more awkward each time. Then break 
down the basket, jockey the truck, load the envelope, and 
move the truck again or some variation of this. This 
works well when you have sufficient crew, can afford a 
leisurely pace, and the pilot can directly oversee every 
step.  

A good first target is cutting your current pack-up time 
in half or better. Chances are that unclear planning and 
redundancy cost you time and effort no matter how fast 
you pack your entire system. 

Start with climate control when needed. No longer 
should ninety-degree heat, sapping humidity, no wind, or 
clouds of mosquitoes take their toll on crew. Your fan is 
a hot deflation’s best friend. For squeezer-less deflation 

assistance, place it next to the closed throat and 
aim it at the parachute. This forces air out the 
top, keeps any bugs at bay along with the  pack-
up corridor, and cools the human “squeezer” on 
the way up and packers on the way back. All 
this for a dime’s worth of gas (well, maybe a bit 
more than that with today’s gas prices). An 
overheated crew member or cinch strap can 
close the throat to avoid re-inflating if you need 
it. 

CONQUERING SIMULTANEOUSLY 

Two keys make the technique described here 
outperform most others. First is dividing and 
conquering. Why? Too many people working 
on one task will slow it down. Either people 
will trip over each other or someone will stand 
idly by. Both are nonproductive. Divide into 
two groups: one “group” is you pilot and one 
optional crew member at the basket, the rest of 
the crew and passengers on the envelope form 
the other (2-4 is ideal).  

Second comes simultaneous actions. Most 
crews will pack a system in a linear or sequen-

Checking out some new equipment 

  Lots of info available at the BFA 
table 

Bob Johns, Joe Anselmo, John Swartz (above left) & Bill Clemons (above right) 
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Continued from page 9 

tial order, working on one task at a time. This also leaves 
crew horsepower idling and untapped. Two groups working 
on two roughly equal tasks can finish the entire job in half 
the time it takes the whole crew working on each alone. 
When combined, these two simple ideas hold the key to 
saving time, energy, and your back. 

NATURAL WAYS TO FLATTEN YOUR ENVELOPE  

Packing begins with deflating your envelope, but different 
wind conditions require different approaches for this. For 
hot air to escape, it must either vent vertically or be pushed 
horizontally to a vent. The easy way is letting either high 
winds or hot air itself do the work. The hard way is pulling 
the envelope over too quickly and squeezing it by hand. 
Given the choice, most crew would likely choose using 
forces instead of muscles to achieve this. 

No-wind conditions present the most challenge and work. 
To prevent the envelope from falling on the basket and 
burners, most crew pull it over and trap a giant bubble to 
wrestle. An easier way begins with venting air out the para-
chute. When load cables begin to sag, tip the basket in the 
intended direction to keep throat fabric off the burners. Use 
only enough crown line pressure to align the envelope with 
the basket, allowing as much air as safely possible to vent. 
Gently pull on the underside of the balloon starting at the 
throat and stopping at the equator. The top of the balloon 
stays on top, allowing hot air to vent vertically, until it’s 
flat on the ground. This approach saves wear and tear on 
both balloon and crew. 

In light to moderate winds (3-8 knots), tipping the basket in 
the intended direction after venting will begin laying the 
envelope over downwind. Keeping the parachute on top to 
vent as much air as possible minimizes the amount of air 
you must manually squeeze. Use only enough crown line 
pressure in the intended direction to keep the envelope off 
burners and away from obstacles in your landing site. 

Deflation becomes part of the landing in high winds. As the 
basket tips over, the throat shuts itself as it touches the 
ground. To prevent dragging, your pilot has hopefully held 
the parachute or your balloon’s other deflation system open 
to deflate as fast as possible. Momentum will force your 
envelope’s air out the top in one fluid motions as the fabric 
falls forward, nearly flat, and ready for “streamering.”  

This may take only 5-10 seconds with some de-
flation systems. 

CREW TASKS 

The crew’s sole task is to pack the envelope by 
themselves. Prior to learning the following steps, 
each pilot should inform and instruct their crew 
chief and crew on the proper and preferred way 
of packing their particular envelope. Insuring 
proper packing helps to avoid tangled messes or 
unpleasant surprises when it comes out of the 
bag next time. Unsupervised packing by crew is 
the goal, so time spend training is time well-
spent. 

Quick envelope pack-up consists of easy over-
lapping steps which begin on landing. Our re-
sults and speed depend entirely on understanding 
them clearly and doing them sequentially. 

1. With the balloon still standing, one crew 
member grabs the envelope bag along with 
the crown line at the basket before walking 
out for deflation. Drop the bag on the ground 
within 5 feet of where you believe the load 
ring will land. This alone saves over 200’ of 
backtracking . In a high wind landing, grab 
the bag and proceed to step 3. 

2. On deflation (when possible), let as much 
hot air escape vertically through the top as 
you can before pulling the envelope over. As 
your pilot pulls the parachute of quick defla-
tion system, pull the load ring just enough 
off vertical (if you applied no further pres-
sure) to let the entire envelope fall safely 
beside the basket (and away from the burn-
ers). You and the wind will actually apply 
more pressure– ideally when the throat starts 
collapsing two-dimensionally– to pull the 
envelope over. Pulling it over immediately 
will trap 1/2 of your envelope’s air at the 
equator and cost you time: resist the tempta-
tion. The throat and lower fabric should fall 
flat to the ground. 

                                                         
(Continued p 14) 
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Continued from page 10 

3.   Squeezing can proceed either mechanically or manu-
ally. With prior knowledge and practice, crew can use 
metal or fabric squeezers to save more time “streamering” 
the balloon into a long ribbon. Carefully coordinate your 
efforts to prevent snagging or tearing fabric. By hand, one 
crew member can begin squeezing the mostly deflated 
fabric while a passenger or other crew member walks be-
hind to support  the streamers weight. When properly de-
flated in step 2, step 3 becomes more folding deflated fab-
ric than fighting an envelope and forcing hot air into a 
very unnatural horizontal movement. 

4. As steps 2 and 3 occur, the crew member on the crown 
line should walk forward into the balloon while maintain-
ing pressure on the crown line and coiling it at the same 
time. This crew person and the “squeezer” should meet at 
the load ring within seconds of each other, saving yet 
more single-task time.     

5. While one person grabs the nearby bag, another lays 
the coiled crown line on the streamered fabric and rolls 6-
8 feet of it sleeping bag style. 

6. As 1-2 holders place the bag behind the sleeping 
bagged fabric, the stuffer” rolls it in. The stuffer grabs the 
fabric under 1 or 2 arms and turns 180 degrees to face the 
basket. Turn whichever way is most comfortable for you; 
for many it means the fabric will slide over itself as you 
walk toward the basket. If there are only 2 crew total, the 
stuffer grabs a bag handle in one hand. Carry the nearly 
empty bag in front of the stuffer 1-2 feet off the side of 
the streamer and walk about 40-50% of the way to the 
basket. The stuffer then stuffs 6-10 armfuls of fabric in a 
continuous motion. In 10-20 pound handfuls, the fabric 
slides over itself-not the dirty ground-and feeds forward 
easily. 

7. On most sizes of balloons you can now carry the 75 
pounds-or-less bag to the basket: on larger ones, do this in 
thirds instead of in half. The stuffer lifts the streamers 
(and one side of the bag if needed) while following the 
holder (s) and repeats the continuous fabric feed. The 
holder keeps the bag high and wide to avoid spilling. Be-
low the equator each armful gets lighter and faster. Place 
the cables and scoop/skirt on top, throw the flap over, 
bounce it once to settle things, and your favorite knot 
means you’re done. 

Crew love the benefits: bending to grab fabric twice in-
stead of 12-20 times, work that gets easier, never lifting a 
bag weighing more than 75 pounds, and cleaner, dryer   

bags without rips. And just as you tie that knot, 
your pilot has backed the truck for loading. 
Nothing unites a crew more quickly than impos-
sibly shrinking a 7-story aircraft to three feet so 
fast and easily -without even losing your breath.  

PILOT TASKS 

1. Unhook load cable and coil or attach them 
properly for packing and storage. 

2. Stand the basket upright if not already so. 

3. Shut down the fuel system, bleed lines, and 
insure all tanks and valves are off. 

4. Drop the burner (s) and uprights if needed 
and store them properly for transport. 

5. Shut off instruments and remove any items 
not stored onboard (maps, strikers, etc). 

6. Carry any portable items to our vehicle. 

7. Back your vehicle within inches of your side
-by-side envelope bag and basket. This will 
roughly coincide with the crew knotting the 
envelope bag. 

8. Load whichever components goes on first 
for proper weight distributions. If loading 
the envelope bag, flip it upside down if it’s 
wet to speed drying. In open trailer or pick-
ups. Loading it upside down prevents wind 
from loosening the straps (which would pull 
out the fabric) and keeps the flap cleaner. 

9. Load any other equipment– without moving 
your vehicle– secure it all in place for tran-
sit. Larger ride envelopes or shapes may re-
quire backing separately to avoid unneces-
sary heavy lifting. 

10. Lock the door or gate and you're done! 

A crew chief and crew member skilled and 
knowledgeable enough to do this becomes inter-
changeable with a pilot on pack-up. That saves 
time, and quick pack-ups... seize every possible 
opportunity for that. Keeping all hands busy at 
the sane time on different tasks cuts pack-up 
times by half or better– it’s that simple. Discuss 
this technique with your crew and try it on your 
next pack-up! 
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Membership Application 

____   Pilot – $20.00 

____   Additional pilots in household – $10.00 each  

____   Crew – $15.00 (per household)                 ____ New Member 

____ Event Official – $15.00 (per household)                 ____ Renewing Member 

____ Business / Corporate – add $50.00     

____ Life Membership - $200        

Name(s): ______________________________________________ 

For new members and renewing members with changes, please complete the following. 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________ 

Phone: (___)__________   Secondary Phone: (___)_____________ 

E:Mail: ____________________________________ 

Balloon Owner: No/Yes N# ________ Balloon name: ___________________________ 

    N# ________ Balloon name: ___________________________ 

Preferred communication:    E:Mail _____ Surface mail: _______    

Please check box if you would like your information withheld from the membership roster. [  ] 

        Note:  The Wisconsin Balloon Group does not publish the contact information of its members. 

Related Memberships:  [Circle and/or complete] 

BFA   No/Yes  #_______________  EAA  No/Yes #_______________ 

AOPA No/Yes #__________________ Other:____________________________  

Please complete the following information.  Check all that apply. 

[  ]  Pilot    [   ]  Crew   [  ]  Observer  

       Student         (  )   BFA Crew Achievement BFA Observer Achievement 

       Private          (  )            Level: ______                Level: ______ 

       Commercial  (  )   Primary Pilot(s) Crewed:    (   ) Hot Air 

[  ]  Sport    [  ] Competition  ____________________    (   ) Gas 

[  ]  Rides    [  ] Promotion  ____________________    (   ) CIA Registered Observer 

[  ]  Instruction / Accept Students 

BFA Pilot Achievement Level: ____                                                  [  ]  Event official 

Ratings:  Hot Air ___ Gas ___  Other______________         Role(s):______________ 

Indicate areas where you would consider volunteering, to advance ballooning and the WBG: 

    Ventline Reporter    Social Events    Membership    Special Events    Land Owner Relations 

               Safety Seminar             Other: ___________________________________ 

Send application form and dues to: 

Pete Asp, WBG Membership Director or Gary Britton, WBG Executive Director 

W1341 County Road B 4458 Summit Ridge 

Sullivan, WI  53178  Slinger, WI  53086 

wisaero@centurytel.net                                                                         gary.britton@uwc.edu 

262-593-2251 414-333-5664 
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