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Greetings from your WBG Director 

            In response to concerns over “greying of the sport”, there have been many youth ori-
ented activities initiated in recent years.  These range from organized events such as the BFA 
Junior Balloonist Camps, to rather casual opportunities such as “meet and greet” sessions at 
balloon rallies where children get an up close look at the equipment or perhaps have their pic-
ture taken inside a balloon basket.  In this column I will describe some specific efforts of how 
the Wisconsin Balloon Group and its members have been involved in promoting hot-air bal-
looning interest and knowledge among youth. 

            We did not have any applications for the WBG scholarship for participation in the BFA 
Jr. Balloonist Camp, so when the request came that additional financial support was needed 
for BFA Campers, the WBG Leadership Group responded by agreeing to send a $400 check 
to the BFA to cover a scholarship for someone not affiliated with WBG.  The thank-you letter 
we received from the BFA president is printed on page 8 in this newsletter.  Thanks to our 
dues paying members who make this kind of financial support for ballooning activities possi-
ble.  Each of you should regard Troy’s letter as a personal “thank-you” for this support.  The 
BFA Jr. Balloonist Camp, and its support by the WBG, is an example of how organizations are 
key components of ballooning and its future.  If you are not already a member of both organi-
zations, I encourage each of you to join.   

            To help generate children’s interest in hot-air balloons for the rally in Hartford this 
month, event director Ken Walter has persuaded the Chamber of Commerce to sponsor a 
balloon coloring contest.  Large outlines of balloons were published in the local paper for chil-
dren to color.  The art work that they submit will be on display during the rally.  I don’t have any 
additional details of the contest, but other information about the rally can be found at http://
cm.hartfordchamber.org/events/details/hartford-area-hot-air-balloon-rally. 

             The Slinger school district offers a summer program that includes two classes of aero-
space education for elementary level students.  For three consecutive years we have been 
able to do a mid-morning balloon program and inflation for each of the classes.  When I read 
their thank-you notes it is always interesting to observe what they recall, both visually and ver-
bally, from these presentations.  For example, I never use the term “hatch”, yet, as you will 
note from the enclosed copy of selected notes, that’s how one student remembered the bal-
loon’s deflation vent.  Another student clearly recalled the positions of the van and school 
building in relation to the inflated balloon.  While these activities may not immediately yield 
additional pilots and hot-air balloon enthusiasts, the accumulated effects as a result of this and 
similar activities that many of you provide for young people, are definitely beneficial to the 
sport.   

On September 24 several of us plan to go to the Dodge County Airport in Juneau to 
display our equipment, describe balloon flight, and demonstrate inflation and launch to 300 
Boy Scouts.  If you would care to join us for this evening activity, let me know.  

Thanks for what each of you do in support of hot-air ballooning whether it is providing 
programs for schools and organizations, doing tethered rides or glows at charitable events, 
participating in rallies, offering balloon flights for the public, or bringing smiles to the faces of 
countless individuals as you fly throughout the Wisconsin countryside.  I look forward to seeing 
many of you at the Hartford rally later this month and at the WBG Brewers Baseball outing in 
September.   

             ����������	
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The weekend of July 15-17, 2011 was the date chosen for the first hot air balloon festival in Waterford, WI. 
The idea for the event initiated with a conversation between Jim Phillips (past president of the Waterford 
Area Chamber of Commerce) and balloon pilot David Ross  several years ago. That idea bloomed into a full-
fledged balloon event this year with approximately 20 balloons and an estimated 15,000 spectators for the 3 
days. They even had two “special shape” balloons one being Mark Leibelt with “Biddles the Bear” and the 
other being Ken Walter with the “Panda”.  Probably one of the only times that “BEARS” are welcome in 
Packer fan territory.                   

 Mother Nature cooperated by providing nice weather for the majority of the event. Three out of the 4 flights 
went off as planned. Most pilots did not fly Saturday morning due to showers in the vicinity, but several did 
elect to fly, with the weather clearing nicely, garnering them good flights. 

David Ross & Kathy Lester-Ross thrilled spectators with the opportunity to have a tethered flight, with the 
proceeds being donated back to the Waterford Chamber of Commerce. 

Friday and Saturday evening weather developed into perfect conditions for a glow. The crowds were 
“wowed” by the pilots who returned from the flight and re-set up for the glow. 

Appreciation for the balloonists, and to the Waterford Chamber for putting on the event  was expressed by 
the townspeople, the visitors, and the area businesses. Over and over again we received “thanks for coming 
to Waterford and bringing your balloon”, and “are you coming back again next year?”  The hope is that this 
was the “first of many” rallies to be held in their community.                                                  

                                                                                                                                                      (continued p 6) 
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As one fortunate enough to attend the BFA Conven-
tion in Des Moines, those were my frequent feelings 
during the event as I thought of the many pilots, crew 
and balloon enthusiasts who were unable to partici-
pate. 

Before I ever got to Des Moines, I had read the event 
program.  I thought that I had a pretty good idea what 
I was going to see and hear.  It looked like an inter-
esting agenda. 

And then, I began to hear the rumors that Tracy Bar-
nes was there.  Tracy Barnes who had founded Bar-
nes Balloons in the 70s.  Tracy Barnes who was the 
inventor of the parachute vent.  Tracy Barnes who 
had contributed mightily to research and develop-
ment in the infancy of the era of modern ballooning.  
Tracy Barnes who on May 10, 1964 set 11 world re-
cords flying a hydrogen-filled balloon to 38,650 feet, 
launching in Minnesota and landing near Mondovi, 
Wisconsin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since Tracy had sold Barnes Balloons in the early 
80s, he had essentially disappeared from the world of 
hot-air ballooning.  Around the time of my first pur-
chase of a Barnes balloon in 1980--(Tom Sheppard 
recommended it, and that was all the guidance that I 
needed!)--I had read all that I could find out about 
Tracy, about his legacy, about his innovations.  As 
many people know, the company has changed owner-
ship several times since Tracy departed.  Tracy has 
continued to live in the Statesville, NC area, where 
FireFly Balloons (aka Barnes, aka The Balloon 
Works) has its facility, but he simply stayed away. 

Back to the BFA convention...  As it turns out, Tracy 
had been lured to this historic gathering to “attend  

sessions” where others would address the 
early days of sport ballooning.  What he didn't 
know was that each time he attended one of 
the sessions, he was quietly and politely in-
vited to participate and to tell his stories. And 
although reluctant, he equally politely acqui-
esced to the requests.  To witness the reunions 
of Tracy with his peers such as Matt Wied-
erkehr from the early days was in itself his-
toric.  And heart-warming. 

As a baseball enthusiast might feel who had 
an opportunity to meet Hank Aaron in person, 
or as a Packer enthusiast would feel given the 
chance to shake hands with Bart Starr, I fi-
nally had the opportunity to meet and talk 
with Tracy Barnes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The BFA Museum in Indianola is one of the 
places where balloonatics can grasp the stories 
and history of our sport.  There you will see 
exhibits about Tracy's contributions.  But it 
will never be the same as having met Tracy 
Barnes in person and having heard him tell the 
stories. 

Really – I do wish that you had been there. 

 

Nick White 
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For the third consecutive year, Wisconsin was rep-

resented with two entries in the Great Plains Balloon Race 
in Sioux Falls, SD.  This year it was Harold Graves and I.  
The event begins with a Friday night registration and wel-
coming buffet where pilots get a chance to mingle and meet 
their local sponsors and crew before the mandatory event 
briefing.  This year there were pilots from five states among 
the 30 entries. 

 All flight briefings and launches take place at 
Kenny Anderson Park, an easy 10-15 minute drive across 
town from the Ramada Inn where we stay.  It was initially 
overcast and quite hazy when we arrived for the Saturday 
morning flight.  At the briefing we were informed that the 
weather would clear for a period of time and there would be 
a Hare and Hound task.  Sure enough it cleared, and stayed 
clear throughout the morning, for a nice fight of over an 
hour.  Several of us thought that we were on a good track 
for the target at the hare’s landing site in a new subdivision 
in the southeast corner of Sioux Falls.  Shortly before we 
got there the winds became light and variable and nobody 
got to the hare balloon.  I had picked out multiple fields and 
a section of an untraveled road near an intersection as po-
tential landing sites.  You can see a freshly cut hay field 
ahead of me in the adjoining picture.  I didn’t get to any of 
them.  After crossing various roads coming into the inter-
section five times, we (one of my sponsor’s employees was 
flying with me) landed in tall grass and my crew walked the 
balloon to the nearby sidewalk where we packed it up. 

 Wind conditions in the evening were a bit more 
challenging.  With the forecast for winds to increase even 
more later on, the task was cancelled and a “pilot’s discre-
tion” flight was called.  I elected to fly and give my new, 
young, local crew member a ride.  The flight path took us to 
the WNW and right over Falls Park and the falls of the Big 
Sioux River which give Sioux Falls its name.   

 

 

 

 

The picture of the falls was taken by my passenger as 
we flew over.   We were then over Joe Foss Field, the 
Sioux Falls airport, and watched as a large twin de-
parted runway 15.  It flew under the balloon and on to 
the north.  I was monitoring the tower frequency and 
heard the controller tell the twin to “start your left 
turn when you are under the hot-air balloon”.  Event 
organizers had contacted the tower in advance and all 
the balloons had clearance to fly through the airspace 
as long as we maintained at least 1000’ AGL.  It was 
a neat portion of the flight. 

 If there are two Saturday flights the Sunday morning 
briefing and flight are canceled, which makes for a 
leisurely morning to pack and get ready for the 
brunch. Harold used the time to put his balloon 
equipment in storage in Sioux Falls so he and Mary 
could head west for a long road trip through national 
parks before coming back to Wisconsin and EAA.  
The brunch is a very nice affair with good food and 
lots of door prizes.  Jean won a bottle of wine from 
our favorite South Dakota winery and I won a small 
photo album.  It’s a fun event.  I’m sure we will want 
to go back again next year.  Perhaps some of you 
would like to join us! 

Gary Britton 
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Aftercast of thunderstorm outflow, 07/30/2011 

By: Pete Asp 

At about 6 p.m., a balloon giving tether rides near Beaver Dam, WI was blown into a group of spectators, 
causing several minor injuries.  The cause given by the Sherriff’s Dept. as quoted in JS Online was “…winds 
changed direction and speed…”. 

At about 7:10 p.m. near Pewaukee, two balloons inflating for a flight were damaged when they were rolled 
into obstructions by winds changing direction and speed. 

I was planning a passenger flight, looking at the weather forecasts and radar about 3:00 p.m.  At that time, ra-
dar showed a large area of rain with embedded thunderstorms extending from Wausau east to Green Bay and 
from Lake Superior south to about Appleton. 

As I toggled between La Crosse, Green Bay and Milwaukee radars at that time, there were indications of out-
flow boundaries near the precipitation area to its south and also farther away to its southwest.    (continued p 9) 
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Assuming at that time the storms would be moving away by flight time and that the activity would remain well 
away from my area, I arranged to meet passengers and crew at 6:00 p.m. 

I began looking at weather resources again at about 5:30 p.m. and was surprised to see the outflow boundary 
about halfway between my location and the storms.  The radar loop at that time showed that it was progressing 
in my direction.  I was still hopeful that it would start to dissipate as flight time approached. 

Another review at 6:00 p.m. made it evident that it would not.  Radar now showed that it was passing Dodge 
County airport at Juneau.  The 5:35 report from there was SW 3; at 5:55 it was reported at N 18 G 28.  That 
made my decision for me.  I informed my passengers and crew that we needed to wait for a better day. 

At this time a line of cumulus associated with the boundary was visible.  At the same time, NWS issued a Spe-
cial Weather Statement with information on the “gust front”.  The statement also said that the boundary would 
tend to accelerate down the shore of Lake Michigan.  This “bending” southward of the east end of the bound-
ary would account for its arrival in Pewaukee about a half hour earlier than at my location.  The radar loop 
also indicated a small thunderstorm cell that developed along the front east of Fond du lac and quickly dissi-
pated. 

The last radar image that I looked at showed the boundary at about the Dodge/Jefferson county line at 7:00 
p.m.  This is about 10 miles north of my location.  It arrived about 7:30 p.m. and was not nearly as strong as 
reported farther north earlier. 

As I sat on the patio watching the clouds and treetops, the clouds moving down from the north that marked the 
outflow boundary disappeared and as they did, began to show a southwest to northeast flow again.  Reports 
from Janesville, which is the next reporting station to my south (about 40 miles) indicate winds remained calm 
all evening. 

The precipitation area was 55 to 60 miles away from my location at its nearest point.  I am confident that if 
there had been a stronger southwesterly flow, the boundary would not have progressed as far south as it did. 

Flight Service did publish an amended TAF just after 6 p.m. for MSN and MKE to account for the forecast 
wind shift.  Pilots who were briefed earlier were told that the storms were moving east and dissipating.  The 
outflow boundaries were obvious on radar loops for several hours.  I don’t know if Flight Service has these 
loops available or if their personnel are trained to recognize the boundaries when they show up. 

(Continued from p 8)     Aftercast of Thunderstorm Outflow 
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These pictures are a fun reminder of how 
some of the  kids perceived Gary Britton’s 
summer presentation at the aerospace edu-
cation class at Slinger Middle School. It’s a 
great look at ballooning from a child’s 
standpoint, and gives us an inside look at 
what they took away from the experience, 
and what was most memorable to them. 
The student picture (above left) noted the 
“hatch” (better known as the deflation 
vent). 

John’s picture (left) learned about the prop-
erties of cool vs warm air and what effect 
they have on balloon flight. 

Tyler (above) even remembered the quick 
release (or tie off line), and that it went to 
the chase vehicle. 

Trevor’s picture (following page) says he  
enjoyed the cold packing of the envelope 
with the inflation fan. 
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This one has a little different perspective, (using the fan dur-
ing cold inflation). 

Thank You to: 

Nick White, Pete Asp, Troy Bradley, Corey Goebel and Gary Britton 
for their contributions to this issue of the Ventline. It is much appreci-
ated.                                                                                 ��������	
��
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Membership Application 

____   Pilot – $20.00 

____   Additional pilots in household – $10.00 each  

____   Crew – $15.00 (per household)                 ____ New Member 

____ Event Official – $15.00 (per household)                 ____ Renewing Member 

____ Business / Corporate – add $50.00     

____ Life Membership - $200        

Name(s): ______________________________________________ 

For new members and renewing members with changes, please complete the following. 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________ 

Phone: (___)__________   Secondary Phone: (___)_____________ 

E:Mail: ____________________________________ 

Balloon Owner: No/Yes N# ________ Balloon name: ___________________________ 

    N# ________ Balloon name: ___________________________ 

Preferred communication:    E:Mail _____ Surface mail: _______    

Please check box if you would like your information withheld from the membership roster. [  ] 

        Note:  The Wisconsin Balloon Group does not publish the contact information of its members. 

Related Memberships:  [Circle and/or complete] 

BFA   No/Yes  #_______________  EAA  No/Yes #_______________ 

AOPA No/Yes #__________________ Other:____________________________  

Please complete the following information.  Check all that apply. 

[  ]  Pilot    [   ]  Crew   [  ]  Observer  

       Student         (  )   BFA Crew Achievement BFA Observer Achievement 

       Private          (  )            Level: ______                Level: ______ 

       Commercial  (  )   Primary Pilot(s) Crewed:    (   ) Hot Air 

[  ]  Sport    [  ] Competition  ____________________    (   ) Gas 

[  ]  Rides    [  ] Promotion  ____________________    (   ) CIA Registered Observer 

[  ]  Instruction / Accept Students 

BFA Pilot Achievement Level: ____                                                  [  ]  Event official 

Ratings:  Hot Air ___ Gas ___  Other______________         Role(s):______________ 

Indicate areas where you would consider volunteering, to advance ballooning and the WBG: 

    Ventline Reporter    Social Events    Membership    Special Events    Land Owner Relations 

               Safety Seminar             Other: ___________________________________ 

Send application form and dues to: 

Pete Asp, WBG Membership Director or Gary Britton, WBG Executive Director 

W1341 County Road B 4458 Summit Ridge 

Sullivan, WI  53178  Slinger, WI  53086 

wisaero@centurytel.net                                                                         gary.britton@uwc.edu 

262-593-2251 414-333-5664 
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